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and Defining Modern Orthodox
 

Rabbi Benjamin Hecht
 

            N o ah FeldmanÕs article in the N ew Yo rk Times Magazine o f July 22 created quite 

a stir with in the Mo dern O rth o do x community and beyond. Many responses were penned 

in letters to  the N ew Yo rk Times, in articles in o ther newspapers and thro ugh o ut the 

Internet. W hat was mo st interesting, th o ugh, may have been the spectrum o f issues 

included in th is myriad o f responses, as well as the divergence o f o pinion. It wo uld seem 

that D r. FeldmanÕs article to uched many nerves and in h is presentation he challenged, 

sometimes in a mo st disrespectful manner, no t just one, but many, o f the basic principles 

o f O rth o do xy. W hat I fo und remarkable and, perhaps, sh o cking, th o ugh, was h is 

igno rance o f the basic ph ilo so ph ical structure o f O rth o do xy, in particular Mo dern 

O rth o do xy. W as th is intentional? D id he, in h is desire to  attack the sch o o l that shunned 

h im, ch o o se to  present O rth o do xy in a false manner so  that he co uld deliver h is critiques? 

If he actually believes that h is understanding o f the fundamentals o f Mo dern O rth o do xy 

are co rrect, is th is a result o f h is o wn weaknesses o r was there an underlying weakness in 

D r. FeldmanÕs education? If it is the latter, th is is perhaps the mo st impo rtant issue fo r us 

to  address.

            The starting po int o f D r. FeldmanÕs article was the shunning he experienced -- in 

response, at first, to  dating a non-Jewish girl but later fo r marrying th is girl -- at the hands 

o f h is alma mater, the Maimonides Sch o o l o f Bro o kline, Mass. He comments that, on a 

personal no te, h is fo rmer classmates were welcoming and warm whenever he saw them yet 

he was still dismayed by the o fficial adverse response o f the sch o o l. Rather than finding 
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